WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY SERIES 2010
NOTICE OF RACE

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

RULES.

The races will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS)2005 – 2008, the prescription of the R.Y.A. Strangford Lough Regatta Conference and these Sailing Instructions.

Competitors should note that the Quoile Yacht Club implement the RYA Racing Charter and that they will be required to undertake to sail in compliance with the Charter, which can be found at the front of the RYA rule book (Racing Rules of Sailing 2005-2008) or at www.rya.org.uk/racing/charter 
CLASSES AND RACES.

Available Classes are:-

Class 1: Restricted Sail

Class 2: Squib

Class 3: Dinghy Handicap

Where there are 4 or more dinghies of one type regularly sailing in Class 3 they shall have a separate result and prize. They will sail in the Dinghy handicap Class start. 
ALL CRUISER HANDICAP YACHTS SHALL SAIL IN THE 'RESTRICTED SAIL' CLASS. (This will be reviewed after the first Saturday series)

NUMBER OF RACES.

Racing shall consist of two Saturday Series (and two Wednesday Series for Squibs only).

Saturday Series 1 Saturday 1st May – Saturday 29th May (8)

Saturday Series 2 Saturdays 29th July, 5th August, 2-23-30th September (5)

Wednesday Series 1 Wednesday 3rd May – Wednesday 28th June (9)

Wednesday Series 2 Wednesday 2nd August – Wednesday 30th August (5)

Saturday Series 1 2 discards

Saturday Series 2 1 discard

Wednesday Series 1 2 discards

Wednesday Series 2 1 discard

STARTING TIMES: 

1st Gun 14:10 hrs Saturday 19:25 hrs Wednesday

Class 1. Start 14:15 hrs Saturday. 19:30 hrs Wednesday Flag 3 

Class 2 Start 14:20 hrs 19:35 hrs Flag E

Class 3 Start 14:25 hrs 19:40 hrs Flag T

STARTING SIGNALS

Signals will be in accordance with RRS 26

STARTING LINE.

Saturday between the main mast of the Committee Boat and mark 7. A limit mark may be laid at or near the Committee Boat end of the line, in which case yachts must pass between this mark and mark 7. 

Wednesday nights, between the main mast of the Committee Boat and a mark Q at Scotsman. 

COURSES. 

Courses shall be displayed on the committee boat.

Numbers on a green background, leave mark to Starboard.

Numbers on a red background, leave mark to Port.

Numbers on a black background, number of laps.

NOTE. Subsequent laps may be lengthened or shortened . Alterations to the course will be signified by the Class Flag, Flag ‘S’ and two sound signals

Courses and changes may be given on Channel 37 (M). All competitors should keep listening watch on this channel.

All yachts should cross the starting line in the direction of their first mark. (For example, on a Saturday, a Handicap yachts with No 6 as the first mark should start northwards towards No 6. Dinghies may have No B as the first mark and should cross the start line southwards towards No B.)

In a change to 27.1, the course to be sailed will be the course displayed at the 1 minute signal

RECALLS.

Individual and General Recalls are as RRS 29 

In a General Recall, the classes recalled will start after the last class to start.

FINISHING.

The finish line shall be the start line.

A race may be shortened by finishing at a mark. A finishing boat flying a blue flag and an S flag shall be stationed at the mark. A sound signal shall be made as the leading boat approaches the mark. Boats finish by passing between the finishing boat and the mark.

Courses for dinghies may include a hook finish at the committee boat to allow a finish in the same direction as other classes.

TIME LIMIT.

The time limit for each race shall be 2 1/2 hours. On Saturdays if any boat in the class finishes within the time limit it will be extended by 30 minutes for remaining yachts in that class. In the second Wednesday series the time limit shall be 1 ½ hours. Boats not finished within that time shall be deemed to have retired.

MARKS.

All yachts must pass between marks 2 and 6 unless they are marks of the course. All yachts must pass to the north of mark R and mark K unless they are marks of the course.

SCORING.

The series will be scored as provided in Appendix A of the RRS using the Low Point System.

A yacht not racing, with crew on Race Officer duties, will be awarded 2nd place points. This applies to one occasion in each series.

A yacht not racing because it is attending a sailing or boating event organised by a Yacht Club within the Lough will be awarded 3rd place points. Yacht owners are responsible for letting Race Officer know in advance.

It is hoped that results will be calculated on the computer and be available immediately after racing. Results shall also be published on the web.

RACE COMMITTEE.

The race committee reserve the right to alter the programme in any way or to abandon the event. No signals will be given.

The Race Officer can be contacted by R/T channel 37(M) should it be necessary to do so.

LIABILITY.

Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum cover of £2,000,000 for the duration of the series 

Neither the Notice of Race nor the Sailing Instructions, including any amendments limits or reduces the absolute responsibility of the owner/person in charge for the crew, the vessel and her management.

PROTESTS.

Protests written on the R.Y.A. form, accompanied by a £10 deposit should be handed to the OOD. within half an hour of the OOD returning to the shore. Protest forms are not to be presented to the OOD while he is engaged in race management at the Start/Finish line. A protest flag must be hoisted as soon as possible after the incident. The deposit will be forfeited if the protest is deemed invalid.

SAFETY.
The safety of a boat and her entire management shall be the sole responsibility of the owner/person in charge who must ensure that the boat and its crew are adequate to face the conditions which may arise during the course of the series

Every handicap boat taking part must carry sufficient personal buoyancy equipment for all persons on board, including one item ready for immediate use. Each competitor is individually responsible for wearing personal buoyancy adequate for the conditions. (RRS 1.2)

Competitors in classes 2 & 3 shall wear personal buoyancy at all times. Wet or dry suits do not constitute personal buoyancy.
